MAR. 26]                        ST LUDGER, B.

St Austin says that, according to an ancient tradition, this mystery
was completed on the 2 jth of March.1 Both eastern and western churches
celebrate it on this day, and have done so at least ever since the fifth
century. This festival is mentioned by Pope Gelasius I, in 492. The
council of Constantinople, in 692, orders the Missa pr#sanctificatorum,
as on Good Friday, to be said on all days in Lent, except Saturdays,
Sundays, and the feast of the Annunciation.2 The tenth council of
Toledo, in 656, calls this solemnity " the festival of the Mother of God,"
by way of excellence. To praise the divine goodness for this incompre-
hensible mystery of the incarnation, Urban II, in the council of Clermont,
in 1095, ordered the bell to be rung every day for the triple Angelical
Salutation, called Angelus Domini, at morning, noon, and night; which
practice of devotion several popes have recommended by indulgences, as
John XXII, Calixtus III, Paul III, Alexander VII and Clement X.
The late Benedict XIII has augmented them to those who, at the aforesaid
hours, shall devoutly recite this prayer kneeling.

The following feasts are celebrated on March 25 :

THE ANNUNCIATION or THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY : ST CAMMIN, Abbot, who retired from
the world in his youth, to Lough Derg, where he built a monastery: BLESSED JAMES BIRD,
English martyr, 1593 : BLESSED MARGARET CLITHEROW, daughter of Thomas Middieton, Sheriff
of York, another English martyr, slowly pressed to death (the penalty of " felony ") for harbouring
priests, 1586.

MARCH 26

ST LUDGER, BISHOP OF MUNSTER,

APOSTLE OF SAXONY

(A,D. 809)

[From his life, written by Altfrid, one of his successors, and another compiled by a monk of
Werden, about sixty years after the death of St Ludger, of inferior authority to the former,
both extant in Mabillon, Act. Bened. t. iv. p. 289; also a third life in Surius and the Bolland-
ists, wrote by the monks of Werden, perhaps twenty years after the latter. See Hist.
Liter. Fr. t. v. p. 660.]

ST LUDGER was born in Friseland about the year 743. His father, who
was a nobleman of the first rank in that country, at the child's own request,
committed him very young to the care of St Gregory, the disciple of St
Boniface, and his successor in the government of the see of Utrecht.
Ludger had the happiness to have seen that holy martyr, and received
from him strong impressions of virtue. Gregory educated him in his
monastery, and, admiring his progress in learning and piety, gave him
the clerical tonsure. Ludger, desirous of further improvement, passed
over into England, and spent four years and a half under Alcuin, who
was rector of a famous school at York. He was careful to employ his
whole time in the exercises of piety and the study of the holy scriptures
and fathers. In 773 he returned home, and St Gregory dying in 776,

1 L. iv. de Trin. c. 5.                         * See Thomasin des Ffctes, p. 229.